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,Our induftrions endeavours for the 
benefit of all Men, and particular- 
ly for the good of this Nation, 
hath well deferved the grateful 
. acknowledgementofall good Men, 
^and of my felfin fpecial \ for that in my rural 
^retirement I have received fonjp Profit, and 
^very much innocent and ret'reihing delights ia 
-ithe perufal of thofe Treaties, which are by 
5 your diligent hand communicated to the Pub- 
lick. 

' My Education was amongfl Scholars in Aca- 
demies, where 1 fpent many Years in conver- 
ging with variety of Books on!y. A little be- ■ 
fore our Wars began,! fpeut two Summers im 
travelling towards the South, withpurpofe to 
learn to know Men and foreign manners. 
Since my return, 1 have been conftantly im v 
ploy'd in a weighty Office, by which 1 am not 
difengaged from the care of our Publick Wel- 
"fare in the Peace and Profpevityofthis Nation ; 
but obliged to be the more - follicitons and ten- 
der in.preierving it,and promoting it. Where- 
A ■ fore," 
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fore, taking notice that, this County is reputed 
the Orchard of England^ and (in the generality 
of good Husbandry) excelleth many other pla- 
ces :, I offer it fas my duty) to give yotl fume 
plain and unpolifhed account of our Agriculture 
in Herefordlbire % which 1 do the more willing* 
ly undertake, for that I do not yet know of any 
other addrefs is made unto you from this Coun* 
try. Here 1 obferve.the wifeft and«beft of our 
Gentry to be very careful in fetting forward 
fuch kind of Husbandry, as be ft agrees with 
the nature of the Soil where he mlnbiteth. 
From the greateft Perfons to the Poore It Cot- 
tager, all Habitations are encompafled with' 
Qrchardsand Gardens-, and in molt Places our 
Hedges are inric! ed with Rows of Fruit- Trees,' 
?ears, or Apples, Gennet Moyles, or Crab 
Trees. Of thefe* the Pears make a weak Drink 
fefor our Hinfas) and is generally refufed by 
onr Gentry * as breeding Wind in the stomack j 
yet this Drink (till the Heat of Summer hath 
caught it) is moft pleafing to f he female Pa- 
late, having a relifh of weak Wine mixed with 
Sugar. If mingled with fome harlh kind of 
Apples, it makes a happy Mixture ; and our 
-. obfervant Houfe keepersknow how to mi* them 
to the befl advantage. Some Peats are apt to 
incline the driffk to be roapy, and they are 
known by giving a Wheyifti Colour to the Li- 
quor. '. know a good Husband that cuts down 
and deftroys fuch Pear-Trees from his Ground, 
calling them the worft of Weeds. For others 
are fo nice as ti>refufe the Drink, and Women 
love it belt, as fweeteft, till it be roapy. 
p • Moft 
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Molt^other kinds of Perry are of 'a fflofCwa-' 
terifii Colour, than Apple-Cyder, and more 
lufhibuS The white Horfe-Pear yields a juice 
fomewrhat near to the Quality of Cyder j. and 
the Neighbourhood of Soibtiry is famous fop 
a peculiar Perry, which hath many of the 
Mafculine Qualities of Cyder. , It is as quick, 
ftrong, and heady, high-coloured ; and retain* 
eth a good vigour two or three Summers, yea 
in great Veflels and good Cellars many Years, 
before it declineth. The Fruit is Id hard and 
coarfe, that a Man cannot endure to bite a 
Morfel of it, and a Pig will refrain it. This 
Bosbmry Pear is there called the Bartland Pear) 
and asthe Liquor approacheth to Apple-Cyder 
In colour, ftrength, and excelleth in durance j 
fo the bloom cometh forth of a damask Rofe 
Colour, like Apples, not like other pears. 
Our Genhet Moyles are commonly found in 
Hedges, or inourworft Soil, moll commonly ' 
in Ircbinfield, or towards Wala, where the . 
Land is fomiewhatdry and (hallow. This Fruit 
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grant ofall Cyder- Fruit, and gives the Lianor a 
jnoft delicate Perfume- So, for Tarts and Pyes, 
it is much commended. ThcCrab iseoranjonly 
ground for Verjuice, and fometimes hoarded 
till ntdx picember, and then mingled with Cy- 
der,, or warnings of Cyder, to make a Moral; 
caiit Cyder, which doth well pleafe our Day- 
- Labourers ; and would furely well agree with a 
i^Hc/jPeafimfspalate. And, for a freih Won- 
der, 1 allure you, that we have lately found 
out, that one of our moil delicate kinds of 
Cyder is made of a kind of a Crab, called a Bromi- 
hery. Crab, thus hoarded ; it being much like 
a Stomach Wine, of a very plcafiug marpnefs. 
This Experiment is not yet known to many of 
.our Country-Men, it being referved to few as a 
novel Myftery- I have fometimes try'd the 
Cyder of Pippins only, well ripen d, notgreea 
Windfals, nor over-ripen'd, and "fomewhat 
hoarded ; and 1 find it to he a very plealant 
drink, and do conceive it to be the moft whol- 
fome, and raoft reftorative of. all forts ofCy- 
der. ' 

I need not tell .you how all our Villages, and 
generallyall our Highways(all our Vales being 
thick Tet with Rows of Villages) are in the 
Spring-time fweeten'd, and beautify'd with the 
bloomed Trees, which confinuetheir changea- 
ble Varieties of Ornament, till (in the end of 
Autumn) they fill out Garners withpleafant 
' Fruit, and our Cellars with rich and winy Li- 
quor?. Few Cottagers,, yei very few or our 
wealthieft Yeomen, do tafte any other Drink in 
the Family.' exsent at fomc foecial Felrivali, 
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twice or thrice In the Year, and that for Vari- 
ety, rather than with choice^ ■. m * 
Orchards being the Pridaf of our Countrey, 
and tke Scene of my preferht difcourfe, I will 
offer snto* you two Observations upon that Ar- 
gjimeiit, as properly dire&ive to them that ^ 
can affeft thePleafure or Profit, which muft 
needs fce, in many refpefis, very much i. As, 
for that they do not only fweeten, butalfo 
purify the ambient Air, (frhich i conceive to 
c6nduce very much to the conftant Health and 
long Lives, for which our County hath been 
glways famous) and for' that they fence our 
Habitations and Walks from th* ftroke of Wind* 
and Storms in the Winter, and affords us fhel- 
ter and fhade in the Heat of Summer; and (if 
I may acknowledge gratetul Trifles) for that 
they harbour a conftant Aviary of SweetSingers, 
which are here retained without the charge 
or violence of $he Italian Wiers. 
. My firft Obfervation is this j I conceive that 
if other Countrys would fiibmit to the fame 
Patience and lnduftry, as i^ufual amongft us, 
they might partake of a great meafure (at teaft) 
of the fame Bleflings. As wee fee in our Bor- 
derers of Shropjhire, WerceftcrfhirC) and Glocefier** 
(hire, and alfo it! Somerfejjhtre ; and much mora 
in Kent and Effxx, Sec My reafon I take from 
tfie Wonderful difference of Soils w.hefe we 
abound with rich Orchards. About Bromyard^ 
3 cold Air, and a (hallow batten 'Soil, yetftors 
of Orchards of divers kinds of fpicey and fa* 
youry Apples: About Rojfe and WtbUy^ and 
towards the //ay, a fhallow, hot, &ndy or 
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ftony Rye-Land, and expos'd tp 4 changeable 
Air from the difgufts ofthe Black Mountain J 
yet here, and all oyer IrchinfieU, and alio a- 
bout Lcmftcr*) both" towards Keinton^ and to- 
wards Fajremiley ( which make a third difference 
of fti allow and ftarving Land J in all thefe bar- 
ren Provinces, as good ftore of undeceiving 
Orchards, as in the richeft Vale in th,e County, 
pven by Fromc Banks. Only as I fore-noted* 
where the dryeft Fruit-Trees are planted in a 
very hot, (hallow, and dry Soil, there we 
iriuft be content with a full and certain Bleffing 
every fecond Year. This being alfo allowed, 
that fome Soil and fome Air is more agreeable 
jor fome kind of Fruiti than for other } as for 
example, Worcefierfhire is more proper fojr 
!jPears and pherries, than Herefordfhire^ and 
fJcrefordfirire more proper for Apples. The 
f eafbn of the difference may in part appear by 
this following llluftration, Where the Turf 
$s very (hallow, the rough ftarvy Ground (whicfy 
in this - Country . we wrongfully call Marie) 
jiinders the tender Root of the Apple-Tre6 
from defcendingdeep enough for dup Nouriftii. 
jnent, and fit ihelter. There (is in the'GrouncJ 
*vhich we eftjeem the pioft barren) the Root. 
pi the Pear-Tree, having a more piercing vi- 
gour, breaks his way tflrough this coaffe Marie. 
gs it will alfo cleave through fopie Veins of 
{locks and i> tones j tfnd' under this ftarvy. 
Ground, it find v a piore congenial and richet 
^ourffbment \ ^appears by. tfteftdfe of Fruit, 
%ir r 'kpd juicy,' and' alfq by the nind6fth^ 
^>*eg> ftnoQth, bright-coloured, and free from 
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'Mofs. This wc alfo note, that in 3 deep SoiU 
that is rnoft kind for Apples, if the Root of a 
Pear Tree defcends deep into a fbft clay Ground, 
the Tree fpends all his Strength in growing 
downwards* and becomes lefs fpacious, ana . 
iefs beautiful in the Head, and left fruitful. 
And where fomt Pears find great Difference of 
Soil, whether grafted or planted by the Stocky 
there it differeth f >mstimes in bulk, and ofc 
times in other Qualities very much. Which 
fee me th to 4 me to explain, vijjiy there is fdch 
different . kinds of Pears in every Country : 
their bhape and their Mature, and therefore 
alfo their Names being changed Co often, and 
fo eafily. 

Alfo I have frequently noted, that the richeffc 
Cyder, and the beft tailed Apples for the 
Table, do grow in the Soil that is left deep and* 
Jefs commended for other ufes, as in ai high 
Ground, or dry Land And youfliali find the 
better tafted Fruit to be more wretched or 
. wrihckled, or fpotted with Wartsi Moles, or 
Freckles, or of a more Ruflet or yellow Colour* 
The other Apple that comes from the richer * 
und lower Ground, is more pallid, more plump, 
font more waterifli and infipid. I conclude 
this Obfervatidn with this Dire&ion, Jhat 
fince no kind of Spil fhould wholly diieotjrage 
us, and yet.mjiph regard Ault be had of fit- 
ting the Fruit to the Soil, therefore we muft' 
f mpioy^our firft care in the Plantation of a 
ifurlery, . inhere our Experiences may daily 
fncreafe, and the Plants, alfo be educated, pre- 
pare} ^qd M&i for the neighbouring Soft, 

. A 4 ' . . 
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For what Columella fajth of Vines, I may as true* 
ly fay of Fruit-Trees * £W ex hnginaL pet UiL 
far urn familiar itur noftro folo venit, propter quod 
difficilins convalefcit alienum ex t era regionis. Qpl 
timum eft ergo eodem agro quo vitem dijioGturu's 
«, vel cette vicino^ facer t feminariitm '. idqug 
mulium refert loci natttra^ &c. de arbor, cap i" 
My. fecond Obferyation is intended to inl 
courage the Plantation :of a Nurfery, by direct- 
ing the fure way how t<> fit the Soil with the" 
greateft variety of Fruits, and glfo to obtain 
the fpeedieft rfcvard, together Wifb a Yearly 
delight m Novelties, and i Jike r growth in 
Experiences. ' • ■ . ■ '■- 

But becaufe I muft now Imbark info forae 
. paradoxes, which will not eafily obtain belief 
and leaft of all amongft our own Countrymen! 
here in Herefordjhire, for feme reafons which 
hereafter will oc.cur, 1 will make my entrance 
with a plain and true Story. T 

_ Some Years ago I read a fmall Treatife of 
Orchard? a-nd Gardens written by William Law- 
fine, a North- Cduntry Man, Printed 1616. 
In. it I found many aflertions which feemed to 
mefoftrange, fo contiarjKiopur general' Opi- 
nion, fo ducordant from ouif daily Practice 
and fo incredible; that . I could not forbear m» 
imiles. 1 related tlte particulars to'aH.our beft 
Artifts. Every- Ma/i confirmed in* f that .the 
Treatife was*)/ holly ridiculous, . and in aq its, 
pe& worthy to be examined and weighed 1 yet r 
thought 1 found ma^y iigns oi Honefty and Ijii 
tegnty in the Man,a found, clear, natural wit, 
and all things attefted and affirm'd upoh his own 
a> ;* ■••• - ">•■ v ! 4 " ••'•'■ ■•; '' ■Experiences. • 
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5. The fifth, as refuted in all our Orchards 
everywhere. 

Notwithftanding thefe Oppofitioas, I ftill 
retained my good Opinion of the Man's Honefty 

■ and Experience. There f ore I refolved to make 
cxaft trial with patience, I digg'tt Holes of 
three Foot breadth in a parcel of ordinary Clay- 
Ground. XNote that the whole Piece of Clay* 
Ground was turned fome what deep with the 
Spade before, that the fettlings might gather 

■ root as well in that vulgar Ground, as alfo in 
the finer' Mold] ; I enquired flips of feveral 

* Trees that grew "without Grafting, and bore 
feveral Fruits of their natural kind ; Thefe I 
placed -each kind round about the Verges of the 
feveral Holes. By diligent enquiry the firft 
Spring I found fourteen feveral fortsofthefe 
natural Apples, the Fruit much differing in tafte, 
ihanc.and colour ; fotne only Green and lb ' 
- - r -*iered-ftreaked, forte party-coloured, ' 
pleafant, fome Table-Fruit in Sum- 
! Winter Fruit, fome Cyder Fruit, 
efe the Kentijh Codling was by odds 
t: Not many better than theFr*»c6 
' Having placed thefe Slips in the Bor- 
|ie Hole, at a Footdiftancei T filled up 
^ with a fine kind of Garden Mould, 
ither in Barrows. , This I railed .not 
jj for I fore/aw .the inconvenience, 
outd be a Harbour for Ants and Pif- 
kept it alfo at an equal level, that 
might not lodge there, and cqrrupg 
5 Roots. "In the midft , of this fine j 
the mqit temperate Weather, 1 di4 ' 
Month!/ 
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Monthly, from Autumn to <;he next Spring, 
let Kernels of the fineft fort of Apples, with 
delineating in a Subgraph the feveral kinds ia 
feveral Places. I now find that the Kernels of 
Apples grafted on Crab-Stocks prove not all 
Crabs, dor fas' I guefs) altogether of the kind 
of that Apple, whence the Kernel was taken. 

jdly, That, as the Mold is finer where they 
firft grows fb the Fruit feemeth more civil, and 

* in coarfe Ground they degenerate towards the 
Crab. Our Neighbours, for a Nurfery, fow 
the drofs or njuft fas we call it) of Apples 
ground in a Cyder Mill. But I have noted 
thewfdreft Kernels to be bruifed in the Mill, the 

• remainder being fmall, and fpwn in coarfe 
Land, become a kind of Crabs. 

And that the Kernels of natural Apples do 
very much propend to the kind of which they 
are defcended. . This was negle&ed, and there- 
fore unknown to oulr Neighbours, who had no 
. need of this Curiofity, as being fo addiSe'd to - 
graffing, that they take not notice of any na- 
tural Apple, except the Gejftet Moyle, the 
fiydoddin, the Sweeting, and the French Cor- 
jiel y whiph are found iq all Places. 'Tis fure 
that Kernels of the fame Apples, in afar dif- 
fering Soil, do produce a different Apple j but 
£as I faid;ftill with, feme inclination tcf the o- 
rfginal, \\ it be the Kernel cif'an ungrafted 
Apple. And this may advertife the beftSca- 
fon of defining variety ; namely, in applicati- 
on of choice Compoft to the very Kernel, a$ 
Cab. Pint, prefer ibeth.£*p. 14.7^. 21a of the 
Additions tQ the excellent Legacy. All other 

, . J £onc * 
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Stories, of powring liquors into the barki di 
bulk of the Tree, are effete and idle Fancies, 
for nine days wonder. 

3dly, I find the trtfth, and that much more 
might be added %o Law fens Rules, o£ diftin- 
guifhing the hopcfulners of the Fruit by the 
firft Leaves of the yearling Plant, For a fliort 
and dark green Leaf prognofticateth a crabbed 
Fruit* With a larger Leaf and thick, but alfo 
dark green, I have found a good Winter-Ap- 1 
pie, but the Stock hardy to endure a ftiffClay- ' 
Ground. A fady willowifh broad Leaf noteth 
a flat, infipid Apple, as the fomijh Codling, 
which holds out well againft Blafts. A palep 
green, as the Poppinjay,or Barbary Leaf, efpe* 
cially if the Leat be limber alfo, noteth a deli-- 
cate Fruit : And the broader the .Leaf, the fai- 
rer that Fruit. A wrinkled Leaf, neither very 
jclark, nor very light, proves red ftreak'd Crab 
Stocks have reddifh tops. More particulars 
"will occur by ordinary obfervatiom 

4thly, For thg incredible durance of Apple* 
Trees, to a thoufand Year s> I have Ppon much 
experience antf many Reafons much abated the 
prefumption of my cenfure- 'Tis certainly 
true (as Gabriel Plat i # n the forefaid place noteth) 
that if a Man aim at his prefent profit, then 
grafting is hfrway : But if he aim 4t £he profit 
of his Poftefity, therj it is beft not to graft at 
all. ThisJ add, that moft ungrafFed Apples 
ire apt by the overweight of their Fruit to lean 
towards the Ground : And I h$vg feen many of 
them queUM quite *o the Ground j where they 
do renew their" ftrength, and get up again 
W '^ into 
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in the age of Man to have been broken tip, of 
relieved with Com^oft, or frelh Mold \ which 
may (hew, that it is a very hardy Plant. So 
much upon the adventure of mine own Credit* 
which may be examined by a Thoufand Wit- 
nefles/to confirm the Credit, or rather guefs 
andpropofal ot Mr. Lavofon* 

5thly, For duration of the Fruit/ Tree, much 
care muft be had in the removal, which fhould 
be fbon after the Leaf is fallen, when the Au- 
tumnal Rains have foftned the Earth at the 
Roots, that the Roots be not bruifed or woun- 
ded in the removal : And then the Tree fhould 
keep the fame pofition towards the Heavens ; 
the Roots laid alio in the fame Pofture, the 
fmaller Fibres, or bearded Roots father cutaC 
the Ends, than crtrmpled up ; and the Earth 
in which the Stock is laid, fomewhat of the 
fame kind, but bettered, and mellowed* not 
with undigefted Muck, but with fine Mold, 
and fhovelings of the Fold. If the Roots artf 
cut or bruifed, to the fame proportion the 
Branches muft be lopped. In a grafted Plant 
every Bow ihould be lopped, at the very Tops, 
in Apples and Pears j not in Cherries and Plums. 
In a natural Plant, the Bowes fhould not at 
all be lopped, but fome taken off clofe to the 
Trunk •, that the Root at firft replantation be 
not engaged to maintain too many Suckers. 
,And this muft be (Jone with fuch difcretion* 
that the Top-Branches be not too clofe toge- 
ther ; for the natural Plant is apt to growr 
fpiry, and thereby fails of fryitfulnefs. There- 
fore let the refer ved Branches be divided at a 

convenient 
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convenient toundnefs. . The Branches* that are 
cut off, 1 may be fet, and will grow, but (lowly* 
If the Top prove lpirey, or the Fruit unkind, 
then the due Remedy mull be in graffing. 

Neither is graffing to be ufed* only as a. Re- 
medy For it dotti moft certainly improve the 
kind of the Fruit : Inforauch that a Gi aft of the 
fame Fruit doth meliorate tfie Fruit, as is late- 
ly much obferved by our IVelfh Neighbours, 
who dp graffe the Gennet-Moyle upon the. 
fame Stock, and thereby obtain a larger Apple, 
more juicy, and better for all ufes : And fome 
triplicate their Graftings (for a cur iofity) upon 
the fame account. 

. And it is noted amongft us, that a Pearfflaia 
or any other pleafaiit. Fruit* either for Cyder, 
or for the Table, is muqh Tweeter, if grafted- 
upon the Stock of a Gennet-Moyle^ of Kydod-* 
din, than if grafted- on a Crab-Stock v though 
much lefs lafting upon the Stock of the Genjaet- 

' Moyle : The Gennet Moyle being alfo left 
lafting,. efpecialy amongft us, where they, are 
generally, planted of large fettling?, which muft 
needs wound them in their very beginnings, 
and therefore hinder their duration. 

Alio graffing .doth much precipitate, or at 
Itaft expedite the Reward, efpecially if the 
Gaffe be taken fro ra a Branch, that . hath fome 

1 Ye^s constantly born found Fruit plentifully. 
Truft not to , one Year's trial. Ptteft emm vet 

anni frcyentu^ y$l dliis de caufis^ e'tiam natural iter 

infcecHndaftmel exuberate. i Sed'ubi plurimis velut 

emeriti**, non rum ftipendiis fides jarculo coriftitit.^ 

'nihil dtkitandtm eft de facanditate •• nee tamen 

* ^ • hltr* 
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l tjnadrienmum talis txten&itttr inquifitify 
i Colnmellam a like cafe; lib, i.e. 6. 
■ Thus we fee how to haften the Reward 
i by graffing, and in the choice of $n* : 
Graffe. \ ,_ 

2. And ho* to fweeten the Fruit and betler 
it, both by the choice of a pleafmg Stock, and 
alfo of a kind Graffe. 

3. And how to multiplyvarietyinthe diirer- 
lity of Compoft,efpecially at the firft plantation 
of t the Kernel ; and I add, with frequent ap- 
plication of pleafant Infufions and Liquids, as 
in which Annifs Seeds, Fennel, Rofemary, or 
other agreeable Aromaticks hare been fteeped : 
Yet bewareofgivirig too much Juice toa young ■ 
Plant i for that may drown it, or make it le« 
guftfnl : And. I never faw an Orchard prove, 
where the Ground was wetted with a Water- 
Gall, or where the Moifture did for fome time 
lyethere, and could not be drairied away. Yet 
near a running Sink of foiled Water, I have 
feen the approaching Trees never fail of their 
Fruit. 

4. And hence we fee how to plant an Orchard 
that may probably remain to the World's end. 
And in this point I have infinuated fome part 
of my Paradoxes, by the way of a Story, and in* 
pretence of defending another againftthe Opi- 
Bion and common practice of mine own Coun- 
trymen- Mr. Lawfon*s Bodk.1 have not .now at 
rment ver- 
:Iofe to hit 
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He-addetfcthat the Fruit o' the natural Plant 
doth gro,w better and pleafanter by time, as 
better at. Thirty Years Growth than at Twenty, 
Years Growth. 1 hisi know not See Chap. 7; 

; Alio he requireth much more diftance of the 
Trees than we obferve as Si^ty Foot atleafb 
Qur common Orchards are at Twenty Foot 
diftance; our beft Orchards, at Thirty at le,*ft, 
by alternative Rows per quincuncem. In large 
Crofts of Arable, referved for confta nt Tillage, 
which is a necefiary help to Fruit-Trees, our. 
beft Husbands graft hic»h, and prefer Lawtm\. 
utmoft diftance, even Sixty Yards, that the* 
Teames may not annoy the Trees i and then the. 
Trees boar: a fullload of Fruit, and lpread to, 
the natural Perfection, this 1 add, t|iat if yoa 
would have the Trees grow tall, andjhadow 
itt>re in Summer, and keep off Winds better 
In Winter, and the Fruit the fweeter, then you 
flibuld plant th? clofer together, yet never near- 
er than Twenty Foot* 

, To conclude my parodoxes 5, He that is pro- 
vided of a Nurfery,, need not be very nicely 
provident fpr the longevity of his Tiees, A 
fmall Parcel of Qfound will furnifh ftore for ail 
his Grounds,, and for alibis Neighbourhood* 
to play away upon Graffings and novel Experi- 
ments. And tp.encourage this Nurfery, I now: 
fum up all with my laft paradox, that for thefe 
four laft Years, whereof two we. every dry. 
Summers, I laid the fruitful fprays of natural 
Apple- Plants in the Ground, fome verv fmall, 
not two Foot above Ground, 3ll thereabout ^ 
and from the firft Summer to this prelent 
Spring, they never failed to bear as tmck as 

B Traces 
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Traces of Onions. But it is better for the. 
Plantyif you puff off the young Apples foon after 
they are knitted, the firft Year at leaft. Some 
1 laid ^Ifoof four Yardslength under the Ground, 
the fprays lying flope above Ground .• Thefe 
grow and bear incredibly. * Others I flope, and 
pare away the. bordering Tuff,- that the re- 
fle&cd Sun may givte me the early benefit of a 
dwarf Orchard } and thefe, againft Midfumirter, 
ate as big as a Lady's Fift. I ptefent themto 
ftore ofWitnefles. If I dwelt near Cheapfidej 
Iihould make my new planted Nurfery as rich 
as an Orchard. All natural Apples are not of. 
th& precocity : The more durable (as I faid be- 
fore/are much more fallen. Some require a 
knot for the Rcot, others not ; : All three 
the better for it. To fome a fmall flice of the 
Barkis as good. Before December, whilft the 
fpray grows on the Tree, by the bluntnefe of 
the Bud you may ditcover whit Branch wilt 
bear Frliit -the next Summer immediately 
following,, if you cut off the Branch, and fet iD 
before the Buds be fprouted toa far forward, 
(as yon may ih 'February, or the beginning of 
March) This (with fome) will pafs as a Pro- 
phefy. A fore blaft or M*y-Frofts may deceive 
you. Of tlrefe natural Apples there are not 
J)alt fix or feven- Kinds diftinguifhed by proper 
Matties amungft us. I conceivethey can never 
fee diftinguifhed, for that every individual al- 
ways afliimes a peculiar Nature from the infi- 
nite variety ofGompoft. In this Nurfery, 'tis 
the fame pains, and no charge, to try the Seeds 

o> Firrs, Pines, Cyprus, Pitch, &c. which prove 

better for replantation than in Hot-beds. 

Of 
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Of the Art ofgraffing either with the CiensJ 
Bud, or Lea£ I fhall fay nothing, becaufe etfery. 
ViUage araongft us yicldeth ftoje of Artifts : 
And many Books fhew the Rules $ but inthefe 
things an Artift can teach more in a Day, than 
a Book in a Month. 

One reafon why fruit do fo abound in this 
Country, is, for that no Man hath of late Years 
built him a Houfe, but with fpecial regard to 
the proximity of fome Ground; fit for an Qr- 
chard, which fhould be of fbine depth, as is 
commonfy towards the foot of a defcending 
Ground* and frequently with a proclivity to- 
wards the South i and the Land not too fria-* 
able or hollow, but foraewhat^tough, binding, 
and tenacious, leaft the Winds root up the* 
Stocks, And many times Servants when they 
betake to Marriage, feek out an Acre or two 
6f Ground, which they find fit for Orchards ; 
for this they give a Fine, or double value for 
Years or Lives *, and thereon they builda Cot* 
tage, and plant an Orchard, which is all the 
Wealth they have for themfelves, and their: 
Pofterity. 

Fordardens, we have little encouragement 
to defign more than is for the necelTary ufe of 
our own Families! except our River Wye may 
be made navigable for tranfportation. And by 
defed of transportation, our Store of Cyder is 
become a Snare to many, who turn God s Ble- 
flings into wantonnefs and drunkennefs. The 
credit of Cyder being of few late Yean* much ad- 
vanced in the eftimationofour bed Gentry, who 
have fought out the right Method of ripening 
and hoarding the choiceft Fruits, and of finding 
the right Seafon of drawing it, and fome alio 
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erf" bottling it. But I am confident that much 
xribfe may be added to the £erfe<ftion of it whea 
they fhall alfo apply to it the due fubtilties of 
the myfteriou? Art of Fermentation. 

I found it much amended, by putting pure 
Cyder up^n th$ frefti Lees of a Butt of Sack, 
newly drawn. 

In Vines our .Gentry have lately contended 
in a profitable ambition to excel each other : 
So- that the white Mufcadel is vulgar, the pur- 
ple and bhck Grape frequent, the Paifly Grape 
and Frontiniack in many hands. 
v Wall Nuts belong to our Highway fides, 
and are fitteft for dry and ftony Grounds. I 
find them for the dryeft Ground of the Nurfery 
*a never failing Companion. In Columella we 
may find many excellent Rules how toafcertahi 
and haften their Growth, and to mend their 
quality. 

The large Chefnut being fuch a mafeulinc. 
food for lnfty Rufticks, and lb much ufed at the 
fceft Tables in France r and lb favoury in the con- 
diment of our ftrongeft Cyder with fait, I much 
blame our Countrymen, that we have no more 
ufe of a Food that would foon become cheap, 
common and lafting. 

All thefe Nuts and Filberts do accelerate 
growth, (as I have proved J by the rules of 

Columella : In acjua mnlfa^ mc ninitts dulci mace- 
rat o y it a jucundioris faporisfruttnm f cttmadoleve- 
tit, pr debit, & interim melius & celerinsfron- 
debit, lib- %• cap. to. and again, dc arb. 22. 1 
cannot tell whether it fhould not be read, nee 
*imis Mci ", but I tryed it in Milk, and alio in 
ftale Urine fteep'd in Sheeps Dung, with good 
fuecefs. He adds for an improvement, Et in 

nudnU* 
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WiditUa firuU fine put amine nucem Gracam vet 
avellanam abfcondito, & it a adobmito. A worthy 

Perfontrycd the Kernels ofCherry-ftones and 
Plum (tones, having firft broken and caft away 
the Shells, and fettin? them in Summertime, 
as foon as they were ripe \ and he affureth that 
they got a Years advantage in celerity. 

1 do much wonder that fuch a lingular honeffc 
Man as Gabriel Plat fhould write, that it is 
found by experience, that ? Chefnut in ten or 
twelve Years will grow into a fair Tree, able 
to be the Mtfter-poft of a fair Building. And 
the like ot the Walltutt, Exp. i$. pag. 269 

Addit. to the Legacy. 

I am at the like wonder at honeft Gap. BUthes 
precedent of fmall quickfetOaks that at, eleven 
Years growth made fparrs and fmall Building- 
Timber, Chap, 1%'pag 158. Edit. 16 $2. 

Our Elm is of fpeed eft growth, all Timber, 
always ihredded to be the tailed of English 
Trees; and found in Rows on our Highways, 
and at every Cottager's Door, except they bt 
£0;npeird to give place to fruit Trejes. 

In m ny Journeys through Shropjhire, I have 
ftarce. feen two Elms of the right kind. The 
meruit of the Earth there is too (hallow.. But the 
Root of the Oaks cleaves through the harder 
Earth, andfurely finds a Marley fubllance for 
his plentiful fuftenance to the full deptji of his 
Stature, 

qHod quantum vert ice ad auras 
p£thcreas 7 tarn urn bailee ad Tart art tendit f 

Georg.2. verf. 1,91." 
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All our Hills have fometimes born Oaks or 
few failed, and I conceive moft are very apt 
for it. But of late the Iron-Mills have devour- 
ed our Glory, and defloured our Groves. 

We are generally noted to excel in all kinds 
of Husbandry \ our Ploughs are light, but we * 
liften after further Dire&ions which come to 
us through your hands/ The Rye oiClehanger 
and of ibme parts of Irchinfield i$ as good as the 
Muncorne or Mifceilane of many other Coun- 
tries j and our Wheat is upon the Ground far 
richer than I faw any in the fair Vale ofEfomt 

iti Worcefierjhirc and Warwicljhircy as in jny 

Travels, 1 fometimes cxamin'd it in the Com- 
pany of other more skilful Husbandmen. 

For Paftures we add Improvements daily, 
and as a Stranger pafleth by our Habitations, 
by our Fences, Orchards, Paftures, Arable, he 
may diftinguifli a well-ordered Houfekeepef 
and a Freeholder, from an over-wracked Te- 
nant, and an Unthrift. 

This is the Country where Rowland Vaughan 
began his Water-works; and 1 can name you a 
great number of admirable Contrivers for the 
publick good. '" ■ 

The Lord Scudamore may well begin to us ; 
a rare Example, for the wefl-6rderingof all his 
Family, a great preferver of Woods againft the 
Day of EriglandV nfeed, maintaining laudable 
hofpitality'regularly bounded with due fobri- 
ety, and always keeping able Servants to pro- 
mote the belt expediences of all kinds of Agri- 
culture/ And Srr H. L- hath heartily profe- 
: p utcd the fame Encouragements. Our learned 
Mr. B. H. drives on the fame Defign* as fara$ 
the glance^ of a molt fedulous Employment 

Ij V ^ ;..*/>• ...;►.■'; . . will 
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*wjll permit Mr. R. of L. is excellently apt, 
.And conftantly diligent in the purfuit as well 
pf Delicacies, as Neceflaries. Mr. 5. of W. hath 
in few Years raifed an under Tenement, from 
81. yearly, and fo rented, to be well worth • 
<$o 1. yearly, and fo rented, or thereabouts. 
He never fails in any point of good Husbandry, 
Mr. <F. of B. hath raifed his poor Paftures from 
the value ofas. 5d. to*be better worth than 
29 $. yearly. C. M. hath metamorphofed his 
Wildernefs to be like the Orchards of Alcinns \ 
herein alfo a hearty Patriot. I muft ceafe to 
name Men, fince in every Village there isfome 
excellent Republican. 

With one fad Note I muft now conclude this 
djfeourfe. I wiflfthis fore Proverb, Bona terra^ 
mat a gens, may not belong to us. The mofb 
High hath filled us with his Bleffings, but we 
fail fo much in returning due Thanks/ that 
we many times, turn his Bleffings into heavy 
Curies, and make his liberal Gifts the prevail- 
ing caufe of our hafty ruin- And whereas, the 
rural life fliould in all reafon be the moft hum- 
ble, arid tame, and innocent j yet daily expe^ 
riencelheveth; th^t whereany Trade of M*<* 
nufadture is driven oi), there the Word of God 
bears a Price : Where Trade thrives not, there 
the Word of God is ^t the bell but as a plea- 
fant Song: If fometimes they hear if, yet iel* 
dom they obey it. And all Doors aqd High-> 
ways are opprelfed with idle and ftijrdy Vaga- 
bonds : And it is more e?fy for ^n honeft Juiti- 
ciary to dp the work of Hercules in cieanling 
the Augean Stable, than to remedy fucb a cu- 
stomary and prevailing Evil. Our frefh &x- 
pefration is, that iome worthy Patriot will 
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break through the Difficulties of an obftru&ive 
People, and force open a way for Trade and 
COmnie cc. Let our Prayers and ImportunU 
ties pr^fson all true-hearted Patriots thus to 
advance the Publick- For this Adventure is, 
without difpute, Jure of a Reward in Heaven, 3 

and not only f ree from the envy of Men, but 
fclfo always acknowledged todeferveeverlaft ; ng <' 

Monuments of Glory. And thus alfo in the 
$£*fbn.of another (asunder a fit Vail otWlo- 
defiy) 1 briefly hint unto you, what cfteem we 
do truly owe unto your Labours. 1 pray the 
Lord to remember your diligence in the great 
Day o«~his appearance in Glory, 

, May the 3d. \6$6. 

Your hearty Well-wlher, and obliged Ser- 
vant in the Lord, L B. 

SIR, 

HAving employed one Day upon a long Let- 
ter to you concerning Orchards and th$ 
Culture of Hcrefordjhirey and the Meflenger be- 
ing not yet gone, I (hall now add lbmewhat, 
pr at kaft fumm up the refult of my foi hisr 
Pifpourfe. 

The Ground for an Orchard Ihould rather in- 
-line towards the South than towards the North i 
Yet no peqpflity of nicenefs in that point. 
They prove well towards the North. So ra- 
fthpr towards 1 the rifipg Sun, than towards the 
Wf ft. Vet the Weft Wind is the belt; and 
thp Weftern Sun beft Ripening. And the BJaft* 
fopimonly come from the full South, and a- 
fcogt $Jpo&: Whfref^re we pray wjjili the Pfal- 

u - xnift 
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»ift, to be delivered from the evil that flieth 
at Noontide. 

Yet a diligent obferver may find that th? 
hurtful Winds are apt to gather into Channels 
upon the furface ot the Earth, as the Streams 
of Water do : And a Man may find by his Eye 
and Reafon, and fee it confirmed by anniverfa*- 
ry experience, that at a Mile's diftance one 
point of the Heavens is far more agreeable* or 
hurtful than another, either by the conduft of 
Hills and Vales in the Neighbourhood > or at a 
diftance, or by Vapours arifing from Lakes, 
Rivers, or Moorifh Gronnds which by Frofts 
are turned into B'afts For we have confirmed 
it into a Proverb, that dry Frofts do not blalfc 
but moift Frofts and Frofts following after Rain 
do j and dampy Grounds make Frofts that 
would be dry in other Places, become moift in 
the Neighbourhood. Alfo fbmetimes in a very 
bottom the Air is penn'd fo cjofe, and the Sun's 
heat fo multiplyed by Refle&ions, tha.t it is apt t 
to gather the Sbuthern-Blafts (which, as I faid> 
are the more frequent, and more hurtful to the 
nicer Fruit, and to Hops,) as in a Furnace or 
Oven. t 

If the Cruft, or richer Surface of the Earth be 
near a Foot deep, it is fully enough : And if 
the Graft of the Earth be deeper, yet I hayc 
feldom feeii any of our Stocks fet more than a 
Foot deep, except they be great Stocks, which 
flibuld keep their former depth. 

If the Ground be equable, that is, in any pro- 
clivity relating towards a level, then it is pity 
to £tockit with natural Plants. The more ex- 
pedite way were in Oftobir to fettle Crab- Stock* 
bt thirty Foot diftance in the forcmentioned belt 
order, per qmnfunctm : And after three Years, 
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the next following Spring, fend for an Artifj: 
to-graft them with the beft Fruit. 

The Crab-Stocks fhould not be above the 
bignels of a Man's Handwrift : If bigger, 'tis 
|efs apt to clofe with the Graft, and then the 
Rain finds a Hole, to the danger of the Stock. 
Our ufuai Cuftom was, upon the plain Stock 
to fet two or three Grafts, which (for varietyj 
jnight be different, without any hazard or da- 
mage. Of late many do flope the Stock for one 
only Graft, conceiving this the more certain way 
Jo unite the Stock, and graff fully and fpeedily. 
In a Nurfery, if the Stocks be as (mail as 
.Twigs, the fureft and fpeedieft way is by the 
Joint-Graff, where no lefs than eight fides are 
engaged, and this is an improvement of the 
J^ft Stamp. 

We cannot truft to any Artift, but hav? 
iieed to ufe a true and careful Friend, in the 
choice of Grafts from the fruitful Branch of a 

found and fruitful Tree. And an Error in 

■ ■ » 

this Point (befides the miftake of the Fruit) 
jnay prorogue the reward for five Years or more, 
which is a fad lofs. Collumcllas former Note i§ 
worthy to be remembred in this point. 

If the Ground be very unequal, 'tis a great 
Charge, and a very grofs Vanity to level it. 
For there is a kind of Beauty, and a fure Re- 
frefhment in a Wilderncfs j at leaft it is a good 
Soil if appendant to a pleafant Garden. And 
it may be better, more kind, and more fruit* 
ful, moft certainly more fit for varitety, and 
for all changeofSeafons by inequality, than by 
(equality. And this is the Ground that is fitcell 
for the natural Apple, who is then wronged, 
jnaimed, or wounded, when he is hindered from 

his 
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this natural coarfe, or forced into order." Yet 
I fhouldnot plant him infuch Bottoms, where 
the Water cannot pafs away : Thedefcent were 
beft for his fituation. 

The Apples we commend for Grafts, are the 
Stockin Apple, the JeKyflower Apple, the Well* 
Apple, the Eliot, the Queen-Crab, the Quince- 
Apple, the Winter- Quining, the Harvey, the 
William, the Leonard, the John*Apple, the 
Snouting, not forgetting the P ear main y and 
Pippin, and Leather- Coat. Theft, and many 
more that are namelefs, are for the Table. 

For Cyder the Streak'd Muft is moft comment 
ded -, but 'tis but a kind of Shrub or Hedge- 
' Plant, not apt to grow to a large Tree, and 
fpending Strength fb thick and fo conftantly, 
that the Planter commonly furvives to fee the 
decay of his own Work. There is a white 
Mult, much commended for ftrong lufty Cyder, 
the Tree long lafting. Another white Mult 
hath this Fault j they abide not on the Tree, 
to be gathered together, but are always drop- 
ping one after another. 

I need not notefuch Cautions as may afford 
choice for all Seafons, early and late, and in 
the firft flocking of the Ground to plant Pears 
and Apples alternately, at leaft if we have no 
certainty of the nature of the Ground ; and 
there is a Beauty as well as Profit in variety : . 
and Pears grow long before they take up much 
room, and for the moft part begin to be in Per- 
fe&ion, when the grafted Apple is decay'd. 
Or a Winter Apple, which lafts longer, and 
grows flower, may be alternative to a Cyder-' 
'Apple. ' ■ 

The 
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The Clay-Land binds the Tree fafter front 
"Wind-Strokes, the SandyLand hafteneththe 
growth more. By Rows of Elms every Orchard 
arid Village is generally fenced from the North 
and North Eaft Wind \ y t no needfity. 

For Hops, we make h * fte to be t\ e chief Hop - 
Matters in England ; our Country having ftore 
o c Coppice- WooHs, aid many provident Men 
within thefe three Years planting abundance 
of the faireft and hrgeft fortof Hops. All about 
Bromyard in a bafe Soil there is great ftore. At 
firfl: we adventured only upon deep, low, rich 
and moor ifh Grounds } now we climb up the 
Hills with wonderful fucefs. We find alfo that 
the Bottoms are apt to gather Heat as an Oven, 
fas is abovefaidj and that begets Honey -Dews, 
when the more open Air eicapes it 

Our Poets new and old, and all beft Judg- 
ments do highly comrpend' the pleafure of a 
Grove, Horat, \i. Efift, 2. Serif tor nm chorus 
omnis amat Nemui y & fngit urbes. We do com- 
monly devife a (hadowy Walk from our Gardens 
through our Orchards (which is the richeft, 
;fweetcft, and moft embellifbM Grove) into our 
Coppice Woods or Timber Woods. 1 hus we 
approach the refemblance of Parad ce, which 
God with his own perfed Hind had appropri- 
ated for the delight of his innocent Matter-- 
piece. If a Gap lyes in the way between our 
"Orchard and Coppice we fill up the vacancy 
^vith the artificial help of a Hoj>Yard, where 
a bufy Weed gives the (hape of a Wood. This 
mutt content us, till we can gain the Credit ojf 
a Vineyard, which as yet hangs between hope 
and fear. The late dry Summers did fwell 
us with hopes j the latter fickle Spring and 
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moiff Autumn did blaft, or drown our exped- 
ition. 

Some fow Acorns, and *ffr-keys, and other 
Seeds for Woods, in vrilde and hilly Grounds. 
Other? count it much better to plant Quick- fets, 
which make mt re hafte, arid may be more re- 
ducible to the beauty of order. 

Before we adventure for Woods upon untry- 
cd Ground, 'tis not amifs to make ule of Sr. 
Hngh PUP's Augur. JVIy felf having bought 
a fmall Tenement, thought it worth the while 
to fee the nature of mine own Land for nine 
Foot depth, which was fbon done. By that I 
found where Sand, where Stone, and where 
Marl of the beft fort were neareft at hands : 
1 found the reafbn why one piece of Arable was 
more cold and moift, and lefs fruitful than a- 
nother. 

We have a belief, that the moft barren fur- 
face hath the richeft entrails, not only of me- 
tallick Mineral^, but alfo of Stone, yea of Marl, 
or fome other rich material. And thisis cer- 
tain, that which we efteem the richeft Land, 
and buy it at the deareft rate by far, that is in 
many refpc&s the pooreft Land : As for exam- 
ple, our richeft Land is efteemed to be on Frome 
Banks> the Pafture very rich, the Arable a ftifF 
Clay bearing the beft Wheat j yet this Clayi$ 
very unkind for Gardens, it does devour much 
Comport. It is a flow Ground for Orchards \ 
the Arable is much inclinable to the Mildews : 
If we have need to turn it into Paftures, though 
we have great advantages of Land floods, or 
other fat Waters, and the Ground feem very 
likely for Pafture, yet it is almoftasgood to 
giye it avray, as to go about to turn it into Pa* 

fturc 



|o iHertfordjMFe 

ftnre* I have feen that in Twenty Ycarar M ga- 
thers not a Turf, or Sward. Yea lately, the . 
want of Winter-floods two Yearstogether left 
the Paftures as bare, hard, v ftarvy, chaptanrf 
cheany, as the bafeft, Land upon the Weljhl 
fountains. And if the Arable be there once- 
out of heart, or mifsofone courfe of plowing^ 
it is. coftly workto recover it. . 

On the contrary t in many Places of the tiot> 
Rye : Land, where the Paftures have a coarfe 
Sea-green Blade, or fhort and poor, and where 
the Fields refute Whe*t, Pea£j, and Fitches, 
there Sheep thrive belt, and their Dung fudden* 
ly recovers the Arable, which is light and eafy 
for a weak Team : In three or four Years ' tis at 
the beft for fuch Pafture as it proves. The Pa-* 
jftjures quickly improved by fatting Sheep there* 
that may lye upon it Night and Day. The 
Land quick for Orchards, or any fort of Trees, 
as well the talleft Elms, as the Afh j eafily fit 5 * 
ted for Gardens, for Hemps Flax, Tumeps y 
Earfnips, &c. Hence you may judge which of 
thefe were more worthy to be called the richer 
Land: If the rich Water floods did not give 
the rich Paftures the advantage on one fide* 
And hence you may fee what prevaiency there 
is in the advantage of Pafture only. . 

I have feldom feen Paftures forced by Compoft 
in this Country, as I have feen it elfewhere. On- 
ly in the Winter we feed our Cattel on the 
higher Paftures, and in the hazzard of a rot, 
fome follow the Dire&ionsof Gabriel Plat j, in 
putting out their Sheep all Nights ; which hpth 
proved a Safeguard to the Sheep, and a great 
help to the Pafture. Other helps of Pafture 
we do omit, every rill of Water, is carefully 
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tdncju&ed to the belt ufe. If it runs from a 
i$t Stream, Land-flood, or Lime-ftone, we 
find benefit in it, if withal we let it paf sover 
and awary, before it exchangeth it's fatnefs in. 
to a cold hunger, which falls out in a very few 
Days. Some Water we find fb hungry, that 
we dare not receive it, butatSeafonsofne- 
teflity* Lime we havefeldom try ed upon Pa- 
sture. Afhes we find' excellent to beget the 
white and purple Honeyfuckle, if lifted on the 
Ground in Febrnary^ till it hath half candyed. 
the Ground, like a Hoar-Froft. Our belt £»- 
gliffli Hay- feed is by experience found to be our; 
more natural Friend. . { 

Our Grafiers, which are Butchers, do find 
this fault in the excellent Paftures ftored with 
Gilt-cups, which is a kind of Crowfoot, that 
it makes the fat of their Beef turn yellow, as 
if it were of an old Beef. 

The Honey- fuckle and Grafs we fort for Qows* 
the fbwrer for the Breed of young Cartel; the 
harder and ftronger for labouring Oxen \ and 
if it be rough, and little better than Sheep- 
Pafture, 'tis the better for Horfes, to mend the 
Breed of them for the Saddle. In an hyperbo* 
lical excefs, for the fuller illuftration, I may 
fay, that a Nag fed upon high Grounds ana 
dry Grounds is, for travel, as much beyond a 
Nag I bred in the lower Meadows, as a Lion 
exceedeth a Cpw in a&ivity For a bag to 
Market, oj: a Cart, you may breed them in 
in the lower Meadows, and you (hall fee them 
big-limb'd, well-trufs'd, and apt to tire them- 
felves with their own bulk and weight. The 
other that are bred on dry Ground, arc Airy 
and Sinewy, full of Spirits and Vigour, in 

fliape 






